Brief comment text:


As a member of the amateur radio community, a first responder, and a technology enthusiast, I am writing to express my firm opposition to the proposed changes to the 900MHz band allocation. The public’s access to these frequencies is critical for maintaining effective emergency communications, particularly during and after natural disasters such as hurricanes. Additionally, these frequencies are essential for outdoor safety, serving as decentralized communication platforms when conventional services like cellular networks are unavailable.

The reallocation of these frequencies poses a threat to established free and open communication technologies that have long benefited a wide range of users. Such changes could introduce significant interference, especially in rural and underserved areas where communication alternatives are limited. As someone who relies on these unlicensed bands for both personal and open-source projects, I am concerned that restricting access will hinder innovation and obstruct the development of essential technologies that support not only hobbyists but also public safety and community response efforts.

In disaster-prone and remote areas, decentralized communication systems are essential. NextNav’s proposal jeopardizes these vital communication lifelines, undermining both public safety and the strength of community response. Preserving this portion of the spectrum as a public resource is critical to fostering continued innovation in decentralized communication systems, which serve the broader interests of society.

Unlicensed spectrum provides equitable access, allowing individuals and small-scale operators to build networks without the financial burden of licensing fees. NextNav’s plan would introduce barriers to entry, exacerbating the digital divide and excluding those unable to compete for spectrum access.

In light of these considerations, I urge the FCC to reject NextNav’s proposal. Protecting this spectrum and ensuring its continued availability for public use will support ongoing innovation, public safety, and community resilience, particularly in areas most in need of robust and reliable communication networks.
